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Using Digital Technology to Impact Rural Health 
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Seismic Shifts.

Federal Legislation Changing population            Mobile Transformation Consumer Expectations
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Digital Health @ UIHC

FEATURED PROJECTS:

1.  Virtual Specialty Visits 2.  Virtual Hospitalist      3.   UIeCare Virtual Urgent Care
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USDA ïDLT Grant

SUMMARY:  $1MM* equipment-only grant that 

extends UIHCôs telemedicine network to rural clinics 

across Iowa.

Å Increase rural access to 14 UIHC specialties 

Å Provide medical education + research to rural 

sites

Launched  November  2016
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Maternal Fetal Medicine
Launched May 2016
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Virtual Hospitalist
Launched November 2016

Å 24/7 virtual access to UIHC ED and Hospitalists

Å Shared patient record, Order-based system, single point of entry 

Å Twice-daily rounding

Å Education provided to local mid-levels by UIHC teaching faculty

Å Transfer Coordination and Scheduling
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USDA ïDLT Grant (video) Virtual Urgent Care
Launched May 2015
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Goals and Opportunities.

ÅDeveloping a Medical School Training Program - Staging visits, Developing 

clinical pathways

ÅPartnering with the USDA to develop a Distance Learning Network for 

Education/Clinical/Research: the ñUI eHENò

ÅIncrease public and legislative awareness of digital health 



10

Challenges.

Å New Federal Administration

Å Legislation ïParity Bill

Å Telemedicine Coding + Reimbursement 

Å Persisting Provider Availability + Shortages in some specialties 

Å Clinical + Operational Telemedicine Workflows

Å Broadband access


